Study Time 21
Ephesians 3:1-5

“For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you,  how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”

**** Words that we have already studied but they have seemed to reappear are:

1. mystery

2. revelation 

The word focused on in 3:1-5 is mystery.  What is this mystery, we may ask?  We already know that it is a divine revelation of God that was not known before but is now able to be revealed.  Let’s look at how Paul uses ‘mystery’ in Ephesians.

3:3 “how the mystery was made known to me.”

3:4 “insight into the mystery of Christ.”

3:6 “This mystery is that the Gentiles are partakers in the promise of Christ Jesus.”

3:9 “the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God…”

5:32 “This mystery is profound and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.”

6:19 “to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.”

Then we look back at 1:9, where it tells the purpose of the mystery.  This mystery was by God through Christ.  It’s purpose is to unite all things in him.  We see this in the “rescuing” of the Gentiles.  God did not desire disunity.  Verse 5 states that the mystery was not revealed earlier but in Christ because it was revealed to them through the Spirit.  It was only then revealed to Paul by revelation.
***With that being said, what is Paul’s main point in 3:1-5?  His main point is showing that the mystery has been revealed in 2 ways:

1. Through God in Christ

2. By Paul explaining the unity built between Jews and Gentiles as both being able to share in the promises of Christ.

*** Look at the following verses and write down the meaning of the mystery for that particular verse.

1. Romans 11:25

2. Romans 16:25-26

3. Colossians 1:26-27

4. Colossians 4:3
Application


When was the “mystery” revealed to you and how?
